K le e m a n , T e r r y F. All of this adds up to an exhaustive treatment of the chosen topic-exhaustive, and at times exhausting to the reader. One reason for the painstaking character in the chapters on ethnicity and religion may be that Kleeman considers these two factors important in the his tory of Cheng, even though they are downplayed by the historiographical bias of the official sources at his disposal. Therefore Kleeman has to bring them in through the back door, so to say: as a background understanding in light of which the sources should be read, allowing the reader to fill in their silences. Hence the great care and attention given to the construction of ethnicity and religion as shaping factors of the destiny of Cheng, factors that are not evident from the sources alone. W ithout this background knowledge, we would not be able to gauge the true meaning of key events in Cheng history. To use religion as an example, the support given the Lis at a critical juncture by the leader of a Daoist community becomes understand able when we are aware of the Lis' own Daoist heritage, and specific government policies of the first Cheng emperor Li Xiong make more sense when we see them as concrete applica tions of Daoist principles. Kleeman's argument about the importance of religion and ethnic ity in the history of Cheng is impossible to prove conclusively from the sources, given their nature, but he patiently builds a plausible case. In doing so, he achieves an extremely high degree of contextualization, but at the same time he continuously runs the risk of overtaxing his reader's patience. Chapter 1， for example, is a fascinating overview of ethnic history and ethnic relations in Sichuan from prehistorical times to the fourth century, but its wealth of detail seems out of proportion to its eventual contribution to our understanding of Cheng his tory. To be sure, it is important to know the Ba ethnicity of the Cheng dynastic founders inso far as it throws light on some of the alliances they were able to forge with other non-Chinese forces. But does it really add much to our understanding when the author discusses at length the etymology of the Chinese character "S hu" (the ancient name for Sichuan), or when he examines in detail (including long translated excerpts from the Zuozhuan) the interactions of Ba with Zhou period feudal states ? The resulting surfeit of contextual detail is all the more difficult to digest as the reader at this point does not yet have a clear idea what it is all lead ing up to. The author provides some links to the events surrounding the founding of Cheng, but sometimes they add more confusion than they resolve because they assume knowledge of specific events that are only introduced later in the book. In spite of such minor irritants, the persistent reader will be compensated in the end with insights into the often underestimated roles of religion and ethnicity in Chinese history. Add to this the superb editing provided by the University of H aw ai'i Press, with Chinese characters inserted both in the main text and in the index, and this book will be a rewarding, if demanding, read for any student of medieval Chinese society.
